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ROMANS, XIV. 8. 


For whether we live, we live unto the Lord ; and whether 
* we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, 
or die, we are the Lord's. | 


HE inſpired writer is here addreſſing thoſe who had, 

put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and were the pro- 
feſſed followers of this divine leader. In the introduc- 
tion of this epiſtle, the Apoſtle ſtiles himſelf a ſervant of 
Jeſus Chriſt; and from the ſacred records it is manifeſt, 
that in this he gloried, as. his dignity, his privilege and 
felicity ; being fully perſuaded, that he ſerved the beſt of 
maſters, in the moſt. glorious cauſe. There is a reli- 
gious uniformity, where “ Chriſt is formed in the ſoul, 
the hope of glory,” therefore, he who glories in Chriſt as 
his Lord and Saviour, will glory in the croſs of Chriſt, 
and in the pure doctrines of his kingdom. Hence the 
declaration, in the, beginning of this epiſtle, As much 
as in me is, I am ready, to preach. the goſpel to you alſo, 
for I am not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt ; for it is the 
power of Go | unto. ſalvation, to every one that be- 
lieveth.“ Of this goſpel, he proceeds, in a maſterly man- 
ner, to give a clear and connected view, Having, in 
the firſt part of the epiſtle, explained the. great doctrines 
of faith, and juſtification, in their inſeparable conneQtions, 
and happy conſequences. to all real, believers ; in the 
latter part, he ſuggeſts a great variety of moral duties, 
and exhorts to the practice of them, as the ſpirit and 
life of practical religion. In the moſt ſublime and ani- 
mating manner, is he bringing theſe. to. a cloſe in our 
text, and its connections. Verſe preceding: For 


[4] 


none of -us-liveth to himſelf, and no man dieth to him- 
ſelf.” As no man ought, ſo no real chriſtian does thus 
live and die, ultimately, as his higheſt end. Chriſtianity 
teaches its profeſſed friends a very different leſſon. 
With all the talents which the God of nature and grace 
has given ; with all the animating proſpects of the goſ- 
pel and kingdom of Chriſt, man is not to live or die as 
though he was accountable to none, had a right to diſ- 
pole of himſelf, and pervert all to his own contratted uſe, 
but » higher ends; the glory of God, and the general 
Tris, I am very ſenſible, we learn only from 
our holy religion. Infidelity, with the abſurd paſ- 
fions of depraved man diQtate, that all is at our own 
diſpoſal ; that our own gratification is the ultimate end of 


living, and for our own honor, falſely ſo called, we have 


a right to ſacrifice all the gifts of nature and providence, 
and, when we pleaſe, to throw away that life which God 
has given. By no means, my beloved, have we ſo learn- 
ed Chriſt. For, fays our text, whether we live, we live 
unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: 
whether we live therefore, dr die, we are the Lord's. 
© WHETHER We continue to live in this world, or are 
called, in any manner whatſoever, to die out of it, it is 
with calm reſtgnation to the will and appointment of our 
divine Redeemer, who died for us, and to whom we have 
gr up ourfelves without referve, and to his glory and 
ingdom. We are Chriſt's property, his devoted fer- 


vants, and at his diſpofal. 'We are enabled to rely en- 


tirely upon him; to approve ourſelves to him, and to 
glorify him in our bodies and ſpirits which are his. 
Whether therefore, we be Jewiſh, or Gentile, weaker or 
ſtronger believers, minifters or private chriſtians, it 
hereby appears whoſe we are, and whom we ſerve; and 
that for us to live is Chriſt, and to die, gain.“ | 

Ox the preſent folemn occafton, I ſhall endeavor, 

I. Bx1srLy to illuſtrate the ſubject before us in the 


text, by noticing ſome things implied in living and dying 


to the Lord, 
* Guyſe in loc, 
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and dying, to all believers, and eſpecially, to the mini 


II. Saw the propriety and importance of thus win, 
ters of Chriſt, | 
THz, apply the ſubjekt. 
I, - I Am briefly to illuſtrate the fubje& before us in 
the text, by noticing ſome things implied in living and 
dying to the Lord, 
iſt, IT implies, the renovating grace of God's ſpirit, 
the ſanctifier, and from a holy temper, ſelf-dedication to 
the Lord. . 
« His ſervants ye are,” ſays the Apoſtle, “to whom 
ye yield yourſelves ſervants to obey, whether of fin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteouſneſs.”* The old 
man is put off, with his deceitful deeds and affettions, and 
the new man is put on. Chriſt is formed in the ſoul, the 
hope of glory. Then, and not till then, are our hearts 
and affettions ultimately devoted to him, who loved us, 
and gave himſelf for us. The Apoſtle intreats believers, 
by the mercies of God, to preſent themſelves a living 
ſacrifice, holy and accepable to God, as their reaſonable 
ſervice.” This is not the caſe with the men of the 
world. They are given up to their own paſſions and 
luſts; ſlaves to their carnal appetites, loving and ſerving 
the creature rather than the Creator. But to be given up 
to theſe, is a fatal bar in the way of living and dying to 
the Lord, Thus to live and die, implies a principle of 
holy and ſupreme love to the infinite God; that ſelfiſh 
conſiderations and all created things are ſubordinated to 
the divine glory ; that we love Chriſt more than thele. 
This begins in a change of heart, by the regenerating in- 
fluences of the holy ſpirit. There is, naturally, no ſuch 
holy affection, no ſuch principle of ſpiritual life and ten- 
dency towards God, in the hearts of fallen man. Says 
our bleſſed Saviour, “that which is born of the fleſh, is 
fleſh; and that which is born of the ſpirit, is ſpirit. Mar- 
vel not that I ſaid unto thee ye muſt be born again.“ 
Neither deſcent from covenant parents, nor an high pro- 
feſſion, nor the good opinion of the world will give this 
union of heart to Deity and the family of heaven. In 
this new birth, we are born, ** not of blood, nor of the 


Rom. vi. 16, } Rom, x11. 1. John, 111, 6. 7. 


[6] 
will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God.“ It 


Is a moral principle of ſpiritual life in the ſoul ; the image 


of our heavenly Father, through the efficacious power of 
the holy fpirit, by which we are prepared. for gracious. 


exerciſes, This, in a moral ſenſe,. turns the bias of the 


ſoul back into the right channel, from broken ciſterns, to 


God, the pure fountain of living waters. Then divine 
things appear, in ſome meaſure, as they truly are, inex- 
preflibly glorious and inviting ; Chriſt, in his perſon, 
character, offices, ſalvation. and kingdom, precious and 


moſt excellent. Then are we prepared to fay truly, 


Lok p, with fixed purpoſe of heart, I am, living, dying, 
and forever thine. No outward circumſtances ſhall ſep- 
arate ; death itſelf ſhall not divide us; the ſmiles of the 


world ſhall not allure me from my Saviour, nor its frowns 


terrify or diſcourage me. Lok p, I come to thee, and 


make this voluntary and unreſerved dedication of myſelf 


to thy ſervice and glory; reſolving, by divine grace, that 
nothing ſhall turn me aſide from my duty to my Saviour, 
my truſt and delight in God, as my God and portion.” 

2d. Ix order to live and die to the Lord, our life muſt 
be a life of genuine repentence for ſin— faith and con- 
fidence in our divine ſaviour 7efus Chriſt. 

From the time that our eye beholds the beauty of the 
Lord, and of our giving up our names to Chriſt, as our 
divine maſter, to the laſt day and hour of our continu- 
ance in life, ſhould we practice ſelf. emptineſs and abaſe- 
ment before God. As true mourners in Zion, are we to- 
walk humbly with our God, under an heart affecting 
ſenſe of our depravity, and the evil of our ways. Oth- 
er Lords muſt not any longer have dominion over us ; 
{in no longer reign in our mortal bodies, that we ſhould 
obey it in the luſts thereof.“ Tue works of darkneſs are 
fo be caſt off, with all the ſinful inclinations of the fleſh, 


and conformity to the preſent world. Daily mortifying 


the deeds of the body, are we to take up the croſs, and 
follow our divine leader whetherſoever he goeth ; reck- 
oning ourſelves dead indeed unto fin, but alive to God, 
through [eſus Chriſt our Lord.t Our life muſt be a life 
of faith and heavenly-mindedneſs ; walking by faith and 


* John 1. 13, I Rom. vi. 11, 
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not by fight, through this vale of tears, home, Page our 
* father's houſe. Says the great Apoſtle, © I am crucified 
with Chriſt; nevertheleſs [ live ; yet not I, but Chriſt 
liveth in me; and the life I now live in the fleſh, I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himſelf for me,” * 

3d. IT implies uniform and ſteady devotedneſs to the 

cauſe and intereſt of our Redeemer, through the whole of 

our preſent warfare. 
__ Taxince all our direQtions from him, giving ourſelves 

up to the information and guidance of his word, we ſhall 
love his cauſe, his dotrines, his inſtitutions, and bis peo- 
ple. In our ſeveral places and relations, the general 
good of ſociety, eſpecially of religious ſociety, will ever 
be near our hearts. To promote the peace and proſper- 
ity of the Meſſiah's kingdom; the ſpiritual, temporal and 
eternal ſalvation of our fellow. men; to ſtrengthen the 
bands, and encourage the hearts of all the friends of Zion ; 3 
to maintain the purity and ordinances of the goſpel, and 
the edification of the body of Chriſt. We ſhall be con- 
cerned, by all proper ways, and through all viciſſitudes, 
both living and dying, to recommend the ſavor of Chriſt's 
name ; to do honor to his holy religion, and bring others 
over from the kingdom of darkneſs into the kingdom of 
this dear Redeemer ; that the triumphs of his grace may be 
abundantly diſplayed in bringing many ſons and davgh- 
ters to glory, 
Tux great God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, has in a fov- 
ereign holy way, diſtributed his talents of nature and 
grace to his ſervants, as ſeemed good to infinite wiſdom. 
The various talents which are given for uſefulneſs to each 
ſervant, whether they be five, two, or one, are to be faith- 
fully improved by him to whom they are given, to the 
glory of God, and the good of the body of Chriſt, tilt 
the coming of his rightful Lord and maſter. Some indeed 
have greater advantages for uſefulneſs than others, by a 
greater Capacity, greater means of information, and in- 
fluence, and by a public character, are called to att in a 
higher and more extenſive ſphere. 

However different in theſe reſpects, every good and 

faithful man will ſeek to be uſeful according to his abili- 


Gal, 11. 20 


ty and calling. Inſtead of pride, ſelfiſhneſs and vain glory 
he will extend his ſervice for God, and his fellow men, 
in proportion to the places he holds, the talents he poſ- 
ſeſles, and the opportunities he enjoys. Thus, from a 
fpirit of benevolence, will he ſerve others, as well as him- 
ſelf; will live to the glory of God, and ſerve his genera- 
tion by the divine will, and bea bleſſing to the church of 
Chriſt; and the world about him. For, ſays the Apoſtle 
in the preceding context, as we have many members in one 


body, and all members have not the ſame office ; ſo we being 


many are one body in Chriſt, and every one members one of 
another.“ en | 
We can only add, | | 

Ach. In order to live and die to the Lord, our life, in 
all its vicifficudes, muſt be a life of ſelf-examination, pray- 
er, and entire reſignation to the holy will of God, Daily 
converſing.with the word of God; comparing ourſelves 
with that ſtandard ; ſetting the Lord always before us; 
giving ourſelves up to his guidance and diſpoſal ; acqui- 
efling in the perfection of his providence, and walking 
with God in the world. | | 

Tuus with faith, conſtant prayer, and watchfulneſs ; 
with ſubmiſſion to, and dependence on Chriſt ; moving 
on with God in life, and through the dark valley of 
death; behaving to the laſt, as thoſe who have his love 
ruling in our hearts, and his ſacred caule ſtill in our eye. 
With reſpect to all things in the preſent world, our high- 
eſt aim muſt be, in conneQtion with the glory of God, to 
ſerve our generation by the will of God, and © in ſimpli- 
City and Godly fincerity, not by fleſhly wiſdom, but by 
the grace of God, to have our converſation in the world.” 
Having thus finiſhed our courſe, in our dying moments, 
wich the ſerenity and faith, the hope and love of a chriſ- 
tian, are we to recommend the ſavor of Chriſt's name, the 
truth and excellency of his religion. Thus living, and 
dying, are we to be the Lokp's. e eee 
II. I aw to ſhew the propriety and importance, in all 
chriſtians, of thus living and dying, and, eſpecially, in the 
miniſters of Chriſt, * | 


a4 
* Chapt, X11, 4, 5. 
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Tax divine glory involves the greateſt good. This is 
A higheſt, incomparably the beſt end <6, can be propo- 


Ted by any rational creature, any ſubjett of moral gov- 
erament. 


EA, it is the ultimate end of God himſelf, in all his 


works. Having made all things thus for himſelf, the 
grand, benevolent deſign is harmonioufly accompliſhed. 


In creation and providence “the heavens declare the glory 
of the Lord, and the firmament ſheweth his handy-work. 


Day unto day uttereth ſpeech, and night unto night ſhew- 


eth knowledge.“ How illuftriouſly is this manifeſt; of 
the great work of man's redemption, by Jesus Curisr 
our Loxp ? In this, all the divine perfeQions ſhine 
forth in perfect harmony, proclaiming, to all intelligences 
the name oe the Lox D. The incomparable love of God: 
his manifold wiſdom, infinite goodneſs and grace ; his 
glorious holineſs, juſtice and truth, and the exceeding 
greatneſs of his power, will be forever diſplayed to all ho- 
ly and happy beings, by him, of whom, to whom, and 
through whom are all things ; to whom will be exalted 
glory through eternal ages. 

How great js the propriety and importance that all 
thoſe of God's creatures, who are capable of moral gov- 
ernment and duty, ſhould, in this, be workers together 
with him? how important that the eye of his own ſancti- 
fied children be uniformly fixed on this great point, even 
to the end ? 

IN this way it is that we become, through infinite mercy, 
veſſels fit for the maſter's uſe. He formed us for his 
praiſe ; made us capable of aiming ſupremely at his glory ; 
of ſeeking our bleſſed reſt in him ; and thus has he con- 
netted our duty and our happineſs i in himſelf and ſervice. 

TAE Proprietor of the univerſe has made us to be thug 
bleſſings to one another, in the moſt indearing union and 
friendſhip, as members of the body of Chriſt, through all 
the changing ſcenes of life. 

Ir is the ſovereign right of this Great Proprietor of all 
things, in us, and from us. As all are of him, and through 
him, it is moſt reaſonable and important they ſhould 


* Pial, XIX. I, 2. 
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Al be to him; that chrſſtiam, both nent and dying, 
ſhould thus be the Lord's. 

2d. Tuts is one great deſign of Chriſt's obedience, 
death and reſurrettion, that we ſhould, in life and death, 
| be thus devoted to him, and at his diſpofal. 
| To this import, are the words immediately following 
i my text. For to this end Chriſt both died, and roſe 
| and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and 
| living.” T his 4 is the reward beſtowed upon him for all 
= his ſervices as Mediator, that in his office: capacity, he 
| ſhould be exalted to ſuch a kingdom, to be head over all 
| | things to the church, and that all chriſtians ſhould thus 
| own and ſubmit themſelves to be his ſervants ; not only 
| in life, but in death alſo, and in that unchangeable ſtate wg 
| into which they paſs at death; Yea, that he might have 
the ſovereign ordering of all things | in time, and for eter- 
| nity, relative to every member of his body, the fullneſs 
of him that filleth all in all; and that we ſhould thus in 


liſe and death, be to the praiſe of his glorious grace. 
Wie profeſs to be the followers of Chriſt, and he who is | 
our glorious Leader commands us to follow him. In | 


this great article has he ſet before us his amiable example. 
His whole'foal and life were thus perfectly devoted to 
God; and in this he did the will of the Father who had 
ſent him, through every ſcene, and under every trial. 
At the cloſing period he could ſay, 5 Father, I have glo- 
rified thee on the earth; J have finiſhed the work which 
thou gaveſt me to do. TY 

As he who is gone to take poſſeſſion, in human nature, 
of immortal glory, as our forerunner, ſet us the example? 
ſhall we not then follow his ſteps ? Again, 

Tux moſt animating proſpetts and earneſts of eternal 
glory are connected with this uniform living and dying to { 

a 


the Lord. 

Tus dwelling in the ſecret place of the moſt high, 
ſhall we abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty ; enjoy 
the evidence and ſatisfaction of being the objetts of his 
ſpecial care and favour, through the changes and trials of 
life, and the valley of the ſhadow of death. In the lan- 
guage of faith and bleſſed experience may the chriſtian then 


* John xv11, 4. 
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ſay, te the Lord is my ſhepherd, I ſhallnot want. He mak; 
eth me to lie down in green paſtures ; he leadeth me behde 
the ſtill waters. Hezreſtoreth my ſoul ; he leadeth me in 
paths of righteouſneſs for his name's ſake. Yea, though 
I walk through: the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will 
fear no evil; for thou art with me, thy rod and thy ſtaff 
they comfort me.”* | 

Ox- ſcriptural. ground. may we then. rejoice in. hope of 


the divine glory; while: tribulation worketh patience, 


and patience.experience ; this experience of God's ſup- 
porting goodneſs worketh a more lively and triumphant 
hope of future glory. This ſublime hope of heaven, at 
which it aſpires, does not ſhame and conſound or diſap- 
point the ſoul thus devoted to God; his love, in which 
the perfection of heaven greatly conſiſteth, being ſpread 
abroad in the heart by the holy ſpirit. In a word, 
Tur love and grace of, the Father, the ſufferings, and 
exaltation of the Redeemer, the comfortable fore taſtes, 
and proſpetts of immortal glory, recommend and enforce 
the duty of living and dying to the Lord. Then fha!l we 
give honor to our Divine Maſter, while here, and be well 
aſlured of behoiding his face in righteouſneſs, and of be- 
ing ſatisfied with his likeneſs... 
I proceed to obſerve, * | | 
THaT what is recommended in the text, is peculiarly 
important for the miniſters of Chriſt. 12 
TAE nature and deſign of the miniſterial work, and the 
manner of their introduction into the vineyard of their 
Divine Maſter, very clearly teaches the important truth 


that they are not tolive and die ultimately to themſelves, 
but through all trials andichanges, boch living and dy- 


ing, to be the Lord's. 

Tux great Head of the Church has ſo ordained in-his 
ſpiritual kingdom, that our miniſtry, in its nature, and in 
all its connections, ſhould be exceedingly important for 


the glory of God, and the ſalvation. of his redeemed 


people. ; | 123 
In cloſe connection with the honor of Chriſt, it 
reſpetts the nobleſt part and the higheſt intereſt of man. 


Its buſineſs or employment is, to publiſh the counſels of 


* Pal. xx111. 1 to 4, 
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eternal love and mercy—the PIE of the manifold 


wiſdom and grace of God to a ruined world-:-to bring 
tidings of ſalvation to periſhing finners---to warn 
the ſtypid and thoughileſs of Wen + 4 — lay open to 
the awakened the way of eſcape, and perſuade them to fly 
from the wrath to come, diretting the heavy-laden foul 


to Chriſt. The miniſters of Chriſt are to comfort the 


ourners in Zion; to adminiſter conſolation to thoſe 
who, in this militant ſtate, are preſſed with affliction and 


ſorrow, even the ſame conſolations by which they, in all 


their trials, are comforted in Chriſt Jeſus. 

ALL the important concerns of men, in relation to the 
great things of God, and for the advancement of his glory 
in their ſalvation, are the grand theme of the winiferiad 
office and work. 


Tak miniſter of the Goſpel is to watch for fouls as one 


who muſt ſhortly give account. The worth of one im- 
mortal ſoul is inconceivable. For the redemption of 
ſouls Chriſt became incarnate---for the joy that was ſet 
before him in this great work, he endured the crofs, and 
deſpiſed the ſhame. Surely then it is very important that 
the goſpel miniſter, and all his life and talents, ſhould be 
ſubſervient, not only to his own advancement in the 
heavenly journey, but alſo, to the laft, for the ſpiritual 
and eternal advantage of thoſe committed to his truſt, and 


the glory of redeeming grace. In ſuch views are they 


to be comforted in all their ſorrows, be animated and 
quickened in all their work; that whether living or dying 


they . be the Lord's. 


APPLICATION. 


1ft. 'Faoia our ſubject, we are led to reſtect on the 
peculiar excellency of the chriſtian religion. How fully 
does it ſpeak for itſelf, and its Divine Author? Sin has 


introduced all manner of evil and diſcord into the moral 


world, leading aſtray from the fountain of living waters. 
The goſpel ſcheme of ſalvation, and Chriſt formed in 


the ſoul the hope of glory, bringeth all back to the moſt 


perfect order and harmony. As all the numerous ſtreams, 


whether greater or leſs, tend back to the ſea, meet and 
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imbofom with the ocean, whence they are derived; ſo 
where the religion of Chriſt takes place in the life and 
ſpirit, it reduces all back to the bleſſed God, and one 
another, one in the Lord, in the moſt bleſſed union, till, 
having finiſhed their courſe in this militant ſtate, they 
meet in the arms of everlaſting love, from which, cot 
even death ſhall ſeparate the children of God. 

2d. In how clear and ſolemn a manner is the impor- 
tance of our ſubject ſer before us to-day, by the voice of 
God's providence, in concurrence with the voice of his 
word! The death of a miniſter of Chriſt, is to all who 
ſurvive, both miniſters and people, a moſt ſolemn and in- 
firutive providence. This brings the whole theme of 
my text to a moſt ſerious point, and leads the contempla- 
tive mind to reflect on the inexpreſſible difference between 
living and dying to ourſelves, and living and dying to the 
Lord. How are all of us, my beloved of this numerous 
congregation, mutually intereſted in the ſolemn ſcene be- 
fore us, who are now called to attend the funeral folem- 
nity of an aged and venerable miniſter of the Lord? 
Peculiarly intereſting to me is the removal of this near 
fcllow-laborer in the vineyard of our divine maſter, with 
whom | have enjoyed ſo much intimacy and friendſhip 


for almoſt 34 years. 


Tus duty aſſigned me requires, that, as far as I am 
able, I ſhould ſuppreſs my paſſions and reſtrain my tears, 
while I finiſh the diſcourſe to which the providence of an 


| holy God has given occaſion at this time. I neither in- 


tend, nor do I need to ſay much concerning the worthy 
friend who is taken from us. The man, and his conver- 


ſation was known to moſt of this numerous aſſembly. For 


the honor of divine grace, where its effects are viſible in 
public life, and to incite the living to an imitation of 
chriftian example, it may not be improper briefly to men- 
tion a few things in truth. 

Tus miniſter of Chriſt is to be“ an example of believ- 
ers, in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 
in purity.““ Such to a good degree was this ſervant of 
the Lord. Mr. FowLER was by nature of a placid, 


grave, patient and meck ſpirit; which amiable qualities, 
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being greatly brightened by divine grace, rendered him 
eminent for conſtant ſerenity and uninterrupted calmneſs 
of temper, under all trials. His whole deportment ap- 
peared to be molt remote from pride, envy and oftenta- 
tion. Such were his unaffected modeſty and humility, 
that his worth appeared to much greater advantage to 
thoſe who improved their acquaintance with him. He 
was deeply ſerious ; on all occaſions, manifeſting a great 
regard for the word of God, veneration for the divine ma- t 
jeſty, and ſubmiſſion to the will and diſpoſal of God: { 
All theſe graces ſhone with a growing luſtre under his 
long and painful infirmities, He was amiable for his 
hoſpitality ; his eſteem of good men; his peaceable and 
friendly diſpoſition to all. He was ever cautious of 
ſpeaking evil of any man ; and not only defirous-of livin 
peaceably wirh all, but poſſeſſed a wonderful talent o 
cooling down the wrath and violence of thoſe whoſe paſ- 
ſions were tumultuous. That wiſdom which is from a- 
bove, ſeemed to be eminent in him, “which is firſt pure, 
then peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocriſy.” He was ever cool and judicious in counſet 
—was a man of prayer; with plainneſs and pertinency 
adapting his expreſſions to every caſe: on which he was 
called to ſpeak. You will witneſs for me who know the 
truth, when I obſerve, that Mr. Fowler was a conſtant 
father to the people of his charge, manifeſting a readineſs, 
| in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, to ſpend and be ſpent for 
them, to live and die with them. Of 
How unblameably did he demean himſelf among them, 
and how juſtly did he live in their affections? With what 
readineſs, and unwearied patience did he make himſelf a 
ſervant to all, not only of his own charge, but to chriſ- 
tians of all denominations ? viſiting the chambers of diſ- 
treſs, ſympathiſing with the afflicted, comforting, direct- 
ing and praying with the ſick and dying. Generally fa- 
voured with health himſelf in times of prevailing ſickneſs 
and ſorrow, his life was thus filled up with labor in this 
populous town. In a word, is it not moſt evident, that 
living and dying, this ſervant of the Lord was an exam- 
ple of patience, of induſtry in his calling, of benevolence, - 


k mis 


r a. a as «a £A a ao oc aa aa$S-.* 


, d acs a6: aac. at. cat 


1 * ww. ww 


F COPE Y Oy. Wn YET TY 1 CTY IO WW W- 


og 
* 


ED WT. We.” © 


we. 2” = AS... A Ae dl £4 4 Bet. Þ 


ef faith and ſubmiſſion to the divine will > Thus uniform 


in the chriſtian race, it is natural he ſhould be as he was, 
calm and reſigned in his laſt moments. Bleſſed are the 
dead whodie in the Lord ; yea, hence forth, ſaith. the 
ſpirit, that they may reſt from their labors; and their 
works do follow them.““ 

Trey have then paſſed the Jordan into the land of pro- 
miſe, where all tears are wiped from every eye ; and where 
the infinite God employs his own immediate hand to per- 
fe@ their bleſſedneſs. 

O my Brethren in the Miniſtry ! 


How ſhort is our life ! how momentary our time of 


improvement in the great work to which we are called! 
To what vanity ate we ſubjected ! Our days © are ſwifter 
than a weavers ſhuttle.” The ſwelling vanity of the men 
of the world, who have all their portion in this life, is no 
more than a bubble. How empty in itſelf ! how ſhore 
in its duration! How momentary the age of Mathuſalah 
to everlaſting exiſtence, to an exceeding, eternal weight 
of glory? With ſuch a reward does it pleaſe our covenant 
God to crown the faithful in his vineyard, for their mo- 
mentary labors and ſufferings! How near and endearing 
our union to Chriſt and his redeemed people? how ſerious 
our ſtation and duty as ſtewards of the myſteries of God, 


who muſt ſhortly give account of our ſtewardſhip ? ſurely 


it is important that the life of Jeſus ſhould be made man- 
ifelt in our mortal bodies, for our own and others' ſpirit- 
ual and eternal good, and for the divine glory. 

How improving, as well as afflicting is this providence 
to the miniſters of Chriſt in this vicinity? Bleſſed be 
God, while we nave a few light and very ſhort ſufferings 
for our glorious Maſter, we have many ſweet conſolations 
abounding by Chriſt. The favorite choice of holy David, 
is, by office, our happy lot; © ro dwell in the houſe of 
the Lord all the days of our lives, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.” By the grace 
of God, may we be enabled truly to lay, with the Apoſ- 
tle in our text, © whether we live we live unto the Lord; 
and whether we die, we die unto the Lord ; whether we 
live, therefore, or die, we ate the Lord's. 
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To the bereaved Widow and Children, would I addreſt 

a few thoughts on this mournful occaſion. 
My aſſticted Friends, 

IT is by no means, the deſign of true religion to diveſt 
us of the common feelings of humanity, in thoſe times 
of great trial to which we are neceſſarily ſubjefed in this 
vale of tears ; but to regulate them, and direct all into the 
right channel, for the honor of our divine Redeemer, and 
the ſpiritual and eternal good of ourſelves and others. 

Wir what patience, humility and ſubmiſſion to God, 
ſhould we bow before him under his chaftiing rod 
with what cheerfulneſs take up the croſs and follow Jeſus 
our heavenly leader, till we riſe up out of tribulation? and 
having waſhed our garments, and made them white in 


the blood of the Lamb, live and reign with him. It is 


but a little of the cup of bitterneſs that any of God's chil- | 
dren are given to partake, of which their bleſſed Lord for 


them, even for them, drank off the dregs. The cup which 
their heavenly Father hath given them, ſhall they 
not drink it ? There are two extremes of conduct, in the 
forrows of this life, both of which are unfriendly to a wiſe 
and good improvement of them. 
iſt. Tur depreſſion, and finking of mind under afflic= 
tion, which is termed, @ fainting under divine rebukes. 
_ Tavs when perſons are ſo overcome, and their paſſions, 
fo tumuituous, under trials, as to unfit them for the due 
improvement of :MiCtive providences. 
2d. Tux oppoſite extreme to this, which, perhaps is 
more common, is ill more unfriendly to religious im- 
vement; is a cold inſenſibility, an unfeeling ſtupid- 
Ky, under che afflicting hand of heaven. This is to deſ- 
piſe the chaſtening ofe the Lord ; and is more offenſive 
and ruinous than to faint when rebuked of him. Differ- 
ent from each of theſe extremes, it becomes us feelingly 
to ſubmit under divine rebukes ; hear the rod and him 
who hath appointed it; and by divine grace, make that 
vement of all our trials and afflictions, which ena- 
bles the ſoul to riſe out of this wilderneſs, leaning on her 
beloved; and leads the heart and mind up to God, to 


_ Chriſt, and to heaven. 
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A xixd friend, a venerable earthly. parent, a worthy” 


1 father is removed from you. Bleſs the Lord for 
the Important relation, and i its continuance ſo long with 


you in this changing, world. Be concerned to be prepar- 


ed, by the grace of the holy ſpirit, the Comforter, to meet 


| kim} in heaven. Remember, while earthly friends die, 
and we ourſelves are following them to the grave, the 


almighty Saviour liveth, who i is the believer's life and 
ſurety. © To you to live, may it be Chriſt, and to die, 


gain.“ Thus may you walk with God, finiſh your courſe 


with joy, and join the, happy ſociety of thoſe, who through 
faich and patience, are gone before to inherit the promi- 
les, 

To the people of this charge let me ſay; the mourn- 
ful providence of an holy God which has convened us at 
this time, is peculiarly ſerious and inſtructive to you. 


How near and endearing is the relation betwixt a faith- 


ful miniſter of Chriſt, and the Leople of his care? How 


exceedingly important the union in its nature, and in all 


its deſigns? He ſtands in ſuch a relation to them, and 
they to him, as none other can be ſuppoſed to do. How 


deeply he is intereſted in all their proſperity and adverſity. 
Joys and ſorrows, eſpecially of a ſpiritual nature, is ex- 


preſſed by the Apoſtle, 7 ee brethren, we are com- 

farted over you in all our qHidl ions and diftreſſes, by your 

faith. For now we live, if ye fland faſt in the Lord, 
Tux dear people of his charge are alſo intereſted in all 


the joys and ſufferings of their miniſter, eſpecially, in the 


ſanctified improvement of his trials and afflictions. So 
then, ſays the ſame Apoſtle, death worketh in us, but life 
in you. For all things ere for your ſakes, that the abun- 
dant grace might, theough the thankſgiving of many, redound 
40 the glory of God. | 

THe union between you and your late venerable Paſ- 
tor is now diſſolved. With gratitude acknowledge the 
divine goodneſs, that you ſo long enjoyed his counſels, 
prayers, labors and worthy example. By thele he being 
dead, yet ſpeaketh; and the Lord enable you to receive 
inſtruction, even to ſalvation. The motives are incom- 
parable, wherefore you ſhould improve, by the grace of 
God, this holy 8 of his providence for your own 
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Fpiricual and eternal good. Surely, if any profiea can 
impreſs your minds with the preciouſneſs of your fouls, 
the importance of fidelity, and the worth of ſalvation, it 
mult be this; the ſolemn views, of both miniſter and peo- 


ple appearing, ſoon, before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 


each one to give account of himſelf to God, If God 
has made his miniſtry a mean of ſalvation to any of you, 


while you give unto the Lord the glory of his triumphant 
grace, let the memory of his ſervant, and his inſtructions 


de precious with you. Proceed on in a growing likeneſs 
to Chriſt, our great examplar ; and how joyful will be your. 
meeting at the tribunal of Jehovah, whither your aged 
Paſtor is gone before you. 


Bur are there not ſome, at leaſt; if not many of you, 
ho under all means, and the long-ſoffering patience of a 


merciful God, have, as yet, received his grace in vain? 
May you be led ſeriouſly to refle&, on the awful conſide- 


ration, that all the ſermogs, pray ers, and chriſtian con- 
vet ſation of your deceaſed miniſter are, likely, to tiſe up 


in judgment againſt you. Should you perſevere through 


the little remainder of your probationary life, in thus del 
piſing the riches of God's goodneſs, there is, perhaps, no 
creature that you will more dread to meet in che great day - 


of account, than him who has ſo long ſpoken to you in the 
name of the Lord. He who has ſo often beſeeched you to 
be reconciled to God, will be a witneſs againſt you before 
your final judge, O, be perſuaded to flee from the wrath 


to come; and without any further ſinful delays, lay hold 
an eternal life, which is above to the wiſe, that they may 
eſcape from hell beneath. The Lord enable you all to 


improve in goſpel unity, faith, and every grace. Let 


brotherly love continue; let it increaſe. Seek the things 


which make for peace, and whereby one may edify another. 
Realizc, more and more, the importance of goſpel ord1- 
nances and inſtructions. Devoutly look to the Great Head 
of the church for direction in your ſtate of bereavment ; 
and pray for another aſcenſion gift. May the God of all 


grace, in his due time, give you a paſtor after his on 


heart, who ſhall feed you with knowledge and underſtan- 


ding. in the {op of the Lord. 3 
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' Wk ſhail cloſe the preſent diſcourſe with a wort addreſs 
to this numerous aſſembly, _ 

Dear fellow-travellers to the eternal vorla, 

Tus ſubject and occaſion are intereſting to you, and 
loudly call on you all to hear, and live. Theſe indeed 
have nothing new in themſelves; nothing but what is 
clearly revealed in the word of God; nothing but what 
has been often addreſſed to you from the pulpir, and the 
providence of an koly God. But the holy Governor of 


the world is giving you, this day, one more peculiar op- 


portunity, to paſs a Celiberate and impartial eſtimate, on 
the comparitive weight and importance of time and eter- 
nity, and their relpective objects and purſuics. The time 
of final departure, to you, and to me, is at hand. Short- 
ly muſt you put off theſe tabernacles, and give account to 
God, for your bibles, your ſermons, your ſabbaths, and 
all vour means and opportunities of grace. 


By nature and by practice, all are ſinful loſt creatures.” 


All, in thir natural ſtate, under condemnation, daily and 


hourly expoſed to eternal deſttuction, from the preſence of 


the Lord, and the glory of his power, But the arms of 


divine mercy are extended to deliver you. God's patience. 


is continued. Jeſus, the compaſſionste Redeemer, is rea- 
dy to receive, pardon, and fave you who are yet in your 
fins, if you will but only open your hearts to him. Hea- 
ven and hell, may 1 not ſay, are awake and attentive to 
your deciſive choice. Are you only inattentive, who 
have all to gain, or looſe ? O, be inattentive no longer. 
Flee from the wrath to come, to the hope ſet before you, 


while yet there is hope; for behold, now is the accepted 


time, behold, new is the day of alvation Each ore of us 
muſt enter alone into the world of ſpirits, and ſee God 
for himſelf, O, let every one be perſuaded, to day, to 
breathe the voice of God, in his word and providence, 
and prepare to meet their judge; for the time is at hand. 
Shortly, the voice from heaven will proclaim, he who is 


unj uſt, let him be unjuſt fill ; he who is righteous, let bim be 


righteous ftill ; and he who is holy, let bim be boly flill. And 
bebold, I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give 
ts every man according as bis. work ſhall be. O, if through 
infinite, ſovereign mercy, any, of us are chriſtians indeed, 


how ihyaluable are the {piritual ate: through 
grace, and the final iſſue of all our preſent tribulations |, 
When as the outward man is periſhing, the inward man is, 
daily renewed, and grace is ripening for glory. Experi- 
ence will help our faith with reſpect to theſe real and infi- 
nitely important things; ; while our governing views and. 
regards ate, not to the tranſitory ate of this dying 
world, but to the glory of God, and the unſeen, eternal 
things of the heavenly ſtate. May our conſolations a- 
bound by Chriſt. Whether living or dying may we be 
the Loy! $,. Finally---may we be ſatisfied with our Re- 
deemer's, likeneſs; ſee him i in his excellency, love and | 
fulneſs ; in his relation to us, and our's to him. There | 
not adreg of guilt defiles, nor grief diſturbs the ſtream; 1 
no curſe, no ſorrow: the united praiſe will be perfect, 
and the joy complete; for God ſhall, in the falleſt « ſenſe, 
be, forever, THE HEALTH or OUR COUNTENANCE, AND. 


QUR Gon. | AMEN, 
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